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get a receipt that contains the
preparer’s address and phone number

review the entire return before you sign
make sure your preparer signs the return
get your papers back, including copies

you should always:

York return
guarantee that you’ll receive a tax refund
guarantee that you won’t be audited by
the IRS or the New York State
Tax Department

prepare your return without reviewing
the records required to complete an
accurate return, such as information
about your dependents, child care
expenses, or tuition payments

- a blank return
- an incomplete return, or
- a return with false information on it

ask you to sign

A tax preparer should never do
any of the following:

ask if the preparer will represent you if
you are audited

ask for a written estimate of all fees
before giving your tax records to
the preparer

Before you hire a tax preparer,
you should:

Contact the IRS:
www.irs.gov
1 800 829-1040

Contact the NYS Tax Department
www.tax.ny.gov
(518) 457-5181

To learn more:

don’t take out a RAL

- the amount your refund will be if you

that you will be charged

- the annual percentage rate of interest

fees and interest are deducted

- the amount you will receive after the

will have to pay if you take a RAL

- the amount of fees and interest you

order to receive your tax refund

- you aren’t required to take a RAL in

Before you enter into a RAL agreement
with a tax preparer, the preparer must
give you a written disclosure statement
that explains:

The lender will charge you interest and
fees, which will reduce your refund.

A RAL is not a quick, fast, or instant
refund, it is a high-interest loan.

What is a Refund
Anticipation Loan (RAL)?

have the refunds deposited directly
into your bank account

York State tax returns; and

Ask your preparer to:

You can get your state and federal
income tax refunds without a loan.

pay if you take a RAC

- the amount of fees you will have to

order to receive your tax refund

- you aren’t required to take a RAC in

Before you enter into a RAC agreement
with a tax preparer, the preparer must
give you a written disclosure statement
that explains:

RAC fees are deducted from the refund
amount shown on your return. The fees
include charges for tax preparation and
a fee for the RAC.

A RAC is a check or other type of
payment that allows you to get your
refund money.

What is a Refund
Anticipation Check (RAC)?

